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Blood organ donahons keep hope ahve
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I am not a giver Well, 1
am not a donor. I have never
given blood and I am not a
registered organ donor. Iam
not even: surewhy lamnota
donaor, except that I may have
had an irratioral fear {or two)
until I spoke to Mary Schlereth
at the Kidney Foundation
while I was out and about last
week. I Jearned that there are
97,000 Americans in the U.S.
awaiting organ transplants.
Of them, 73,000 are waiting
for 2 kidney. It's a six year

wait list to receive a kidney.
In Hlinois alone, 4,700 people
are waiting for an organ.
3,000 of them are wailing on 2
kidney. 1 do not even want to
imagine how many lives
might be lost in a six year
span due to lack of donors.
Thanks 1o niy discussion
with Schlereth, T learned that
1 may put oo much faith in
the television I watch. One
important lesson was that in
order for a person o be con-
sidered to be a donor, rrevo-
cable brain death must oceur,
Cnce that has happened, a lo-
cal organ precurement or-
ganization steps in. It has
nothing 1o do with the doctor
or nurse who cared for that
patient, ""There are so many
misconceptions out there”
said Schilereth. “People need
to get factual information.”
www.giftofhope.org is a Web

site recommended by
Schlereth. It's an organ and
1issue donor network.

1 snet Jenny Chesney of Lake
n the Hills months ago when
I'wrote about her life wath ju-
venile arthnitis. Since then,
she and her famity have been
on a roller coaster ride with
two new diagnoses. Jenny,
has been diagnosed with an
aulo-immune disease called
Glomerulnethritis as well az a
skin disease. Right now, Jen-
ny is taking an anti-refection
medicine in hopes that her
body will not reject her kid-
neys. While Jenny's condi-
tion does not warrant a kid
ney donation at this time, her
mother, Mary Chesney, feels
that the more donors, the bet-
ter everyone who is in need’s
chances are,

If you are asking yoursell’

right now how you can help. T
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have an answer. Sunda.y Qc-
tober 2Bth, the Lake in the
Hills Algonquin Falcons Foot-
ball and Cheerleading Orga-
nization is hosting a Cheer for
the Cure Blood Drive st the
ficld house at Jacobs High
School.

Juliznne Dellert of Gilberts
said that each vear the or-
ganization arranges 4 day to
give back to the community
Several families in the or-
gan:zation have been
touched by cancer. Dellert
said her dad passed away In
April from Lymphoma and
her husband has been diag-
nosed with Melanoma.

If you would like to donate
blowd or money to Cheer for
the Cure, vou may cal: Del:ert
at 847-841-1192 to set up a
time 1o give on October 28th.
You are also welcome to walk
in any time between § am.-3
p.m. Donate Life 1linois will
be at the field house between
1lam and 3pm to register or-
gan donors as well. All you
need is your drivers license
and be over 18-years-old to
regisier. I hope to see you
there.

If you have fun or interest-
tng mews about our Algo-
vquin or Loke in the flills res-
tedfents, please conlact Marcia
Srrith at Marcilynn2004@ya-
hoo.com.
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