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100 Million People in U.S. Now Registered as Organ and Tissue Donors 

Nearly 6 million registered in Illinois Organ/Tissue Donor Registry 

 
ITASCA, Ill. (October 11, 2011)  –  Donate Life Illinois and the nationwide Donate Life America donation 
and transplant community it belongs to reached a major milestone this month—100 million people in 
the United States, including 6 million in Illinois, have registered as organ, eye and tissue donors 
through state donor registries like the Illinois Organ/Tissue Donor Registry.  
 
―Reaching this milestone is a testament to our human nature and our willingness to work together for 
the greater good,‖ said Jerry Anderson, President/CEO of Gift of Hope Organ & Tissue Donor Network, 
a Donate Life Illinois coalition member that coordinates organ and tissue donation in Illinois and 
northwest Indiana. ―But, as we celebrate this achievement, the need for transplants continues to rise. 
More than 112,000 men, women and children nationwide—including nearly 5,000 in Illinois—await 
lifesaving organ transplants today. Thousands more await tissue transplants to help them return to 
productive living. We need more donors to continue saving and enhancing more lives. Illinoisans are 
encouraged to register as donors by visiting DonateLifeIllinois.org.‖ 
 
To date, the Illinois Organ/Tissue Donor Registry has registered nearly 6 million organ, eye and tissue 
donors—about 57 percent of all people eligible to register in the state. ―With nearly 5,000 people in the 
state awaiting organ transplants—and thousands more in need of cornea and tissue transplants—it is 
critical to continue increasing the number of registered donors,‖ Anderson said. ―Each person who 
registers as a donor offers the gift of hope to thousands of men, women and children in need of 
transplants to return them to leading productive and fulfilling lives with their loved ones.‖ 
 
As the nation celebrates this great national achievement—100 million registered donors—Donate Life 
America and its network of state teams and partner organizations continue their work to save and 
enhance lives, Anderson added. ―We are not content with the achievements we have realized to date,‖ 
he said. ―Our goal is to add 20 million more registered donors by the end for 2012 to save and enhance 
even more lives. Illinoisans are encouraged to help the donation and transplantation community 
achieve that 2012 goal by registering as an organ, eye and tissue donor at DonateLifeIllinois.org.‖ 
 

(more) 

http://viewmorepics.myspace.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=user.viewPicture&friendID=117984053&MyToken=c9eeb616-29f1-40de-a473-c1f383907ca6
http://www.donatelifeillinois.org/
http://donatelife.net/
https://www.ilsos.gov/organdonorregister/
http://www.giftofhope.org/
http://www.donatelifeillinois.org/


Donor Registration Milestone 
Page 2 
 
 
Donate Life Illinois is a coalition of agencies responsible for organ, tissue, eye, blood and marrow 
donation, as well as donor education and registration, in Illinois. It is one of 45 regional coalitions and 
50 national businesses or associations making up Donate Life America, a not-for-profit alliance that 
serves as a national voice and inspires all people to save and enhance lives through organ, eye and 
tissue donation.  
 
To learn more about organ, tissue, eye and blood donation, or to register to be a donor, visit 
DonateLifeIllinois.org. 
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